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The grandeur of his* orb naturally suggests, at first
sight, the idea of beings far exceeding, both in might
and bulk, those which live upon the earth. Old
Wolfius was led to a similar conclusion in another
way. I quote his quaint fancies as quaintly presented
by Admiral Smyth. ' Wolfius,' says the genial sailor,
' not only asserts that there are inhabitants in Jupiter,
but also shows that they must necessarily be much
larger than those of the earth; in fact, that they are of
the giant kind, and nearly fourteen feet high by eye-
measurement. And thus he proves it. It is shown in
optics^that the pupil of the eye dilates and contracts
according to the degree of light it encounters. Where-
fore, since in Jupiter the sun's meridian height is much
weaker than on the earth, the pupil will need to be
much more dilatable in the Jovial creature than in the
terrestrial one. But the pupil is observed to have a
constant proportion to the ball of the eye, and the ball
of the eye to the rest of the body; so that, in animals,
th^ larger the pupil the larger the eye, and conse-
quently the larger the body. Assuming that these
conditions are unquestionable, he shows that Jupiter's
distance from the sun, compared with the earth's, is as
26 to 5; the intensity of the sun's light in Jupiter is
to its intensity on the earth in a duplicate ratio of 5 to
26.' The eyes of the Jovials and their dimensions
generally must be correspondingly enlarged, and e it
therefore follows that even Goliath of Gath would have
cut but a sorry figure among the natives *of Jupiter.
That is, supposing the Philistine's altitude to be some-
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